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that the ccrowd at Vrededorp's
Queen's Park ground went: o see a star
player of Durban’s Aces United
Instead, they hailed a new star as
Goona, teased, tormented and tore

by
AMEEN
AKHALWAYA

Ivan ‘Sarge’ Naidoo, the Swaraj coach, was talking to Goona
Padayatchi “Will you,” Ivan asked, “play striker this week?”"

Well, the only position | haven't played so far is goal
keeper,” Goona replied.

And perhaps, if Goona is needed to play in goals, he wouldn’t
let his team down.

For he is an enormously talented player. Alongside Bluebells’
Louis Jeevanantham, Prega Thandrind and Leroy Fortuin,
Spurs’ Seraj Abass and Boobie Solomons, Sundowns' Gene
Adams, and Manning Rangers’ Deena Naidoo, Goona is listed in
my gallery of favourite players.
oona, now 27, is the youngest and perhaps most talented of
the three famous footballing Padayatchi brothers. Virgil, last
season’s Fed Footballer of the Year and Kola, who is still
making a contribution to Swaraj, make up the trio.

Goona, born in_Ferreirastown (Dynamos territory!) first
played for Ivan Naidoo's old Mohawks team, had a spell with
Vereeniging Old Boys, then joined Swaraj

Fedfans had their first glimpse of this foothaller of many
talents when he turned out for Bluebells in their professional
debut back in 1972

At that time, | remember writing

apart the Aces defence to slam a
superb hat-trick as Bells powered to a
7 - 1 win,

When Swaraj joined the Fed league,
Goona went back to his old club.

Under Ivan Naidoo, Goona has cut
out one infuriating habit of his - need
lessly tackling others long after the
ball had been passed. And it's made
him a more mature player

Of medium height and slight build,
Goona is deceptively strong. His main
asset, apart from his total involvement,
is his ability to read the game.

Fedfans have often seen for them.
selves how Goona, playing at the
back, suddenly pops up in the oppo
sing penalty area to score vital goals.

It's an exciting sight watching him
power his way through opposing de
fences when he’s on the run.

To me, Goona, Leroy Fortuin and
Boobie Solomons are the most impres
sive midfielders in the leagu

Yet, Goona has been playing at
centreback recently for Swaraj - and
I've had occasion to criticise both
Goona and lvan Naidoo about this.

You must understand Ivan
explained, “that Goona is a totally
dedicated team man. When some of
our defenders were on the injured list
Goona decided he had to help out at
the back. To him, the team matters
much more than personal glory.

Which players does Goona admire
most? Top of his list are Georgie van
Niekerk, of Spurs, Dudu Moonsamy
of Berea, and Prega Thandrind

Van Niekerk, says Goona, is the
most underrated player in the league,
Moonsamy he describes as an artist of
the highest calibre.

Thandrind, he says, is still doing a
great job “when you consider that he
is a better midfield player and still
does well as a striker despite the
limited chances created for him

Of the old players, he admired
Transvaal United’s Links Padayachee
and Tossie Crowder of Blackpool

Of the newcomers in the league, he
rates Bells' teenager Sulie Bhamjee
highly.

Then there is veteran Doug
Carelse, now with Dynamos. Our
youngsters would do well to model
themselves on him,” says Goona.

Yet, the youngsters would do just
as well if they study the versatile
Goona'’s play. He is a shining example
of talent and dedication

And he is the pride of Swaraj

In the next issue, Louis Jeevanan
tham, scorer of one of the greatest
goals 1've seen, will be featured.





